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Gulf Coast Mensa Inc.

P.O. Box 25267

Houston, TX  77265

MaDiana Diaz, SynRG 2010 Chair
Gulf Coast Mensa SynRG 2010 – The Times They-Are-A-Changin’
May 10, 2010
Dear SynRG Registrant:

I am very happy you will be attending SynRG 2010 – The Times They-Are-A-Changin’, and I know you will have a great time! If you have not already reserved your room at the Four Points Sheraton - Memorial City, 10655 Katy Freeway, there may still be rooms available at our group rate of $85 ($109 for a suite).  [See hotel directions on next page.]  Call (281) 501-4600‎ or book from the group reservation link on our website:  www.gcmemsa.org 

You can check our website for the updated RG schedule as it subject to last minute changes.  There may also be additional event updates, speaker information and reminders for items to bring to the event. –i.e. “Come As You Era” costume, auction donations, bathing suit, etc
We’ll kick off the weekend at 5pm with a Fiesta /Happy Hour in the Hotel Lobby & Pool Area.  Please check in with Registration in the Meeting Room Foyer before starting your merry adventure.  Since the games begin Friday evening, you want to be there and get in on the challenge. We invite visitors to join us early Friday evening for a social mixer and Kaleidoscope showcase of Gulf Coast Mensa programs and benefits. Invite anyone you think might like to join us in a fun filled and enlightening weekend. 
There will be speakers, hands-on events, and kid’s events during the day Saturday and Sunday.  Speaking of kids, we love them, but you are responsible for your own children. Due to health concerns, no children will be allowed in the food preparation areas. Please accompany your children on the elevators and to and from the children’s events on the first floor. 

We will have plenty of food and beverages in Hospitality except for Sunday evening, when we will be providing a buffet in the main meeting room just before our keynote speaker address. Please let us know if you have a food allergy.  If you let us know in advance of any special dietary restrictions, we may be able to accommodate you.  Conveniently, the hotel has room service and there are numerous restaurants and a hospital within blocks of the hotel. 
We’ll have margarita blenders, limited wine and a keg of St. Arnold’s Beer in the Games Suite. For the evening events in the main meeting room, you can buy drinks at the hotel bar or we will have a cash bar. Non-alcoholic beverages and food will be available in the Hospitality Suite. A few of our Activities have a $6 fee and will limited to 25 attendees: “Exotic Food Tasting”, “Chocolate Tasting”, “Cheese Tasting”, and “Jewelry & Jeweled Bookmarker Making”.  
We  have a gracious member providing a free “Scotch Tasting” late Sunday afternoon. Another free opportunity for your benefit is the chance to use equipment to transfer a media item from record or tape format to digital. So bring something you have always wanted to preserve or have handy on your MP3 player. 
Saturday we have the honor of having some great speakers plus as a great evening event – fabulous live music entertainment from Clarence and the Band, with special guest performer Evelyn Rubio.  World-class performance…don’t miss this!  Dancing shoes are optional.
Sunday you will be renewed through personal improvement advice, the future outlook, and interesting activities.  Sure to inspire is the keynote address at our buffet dinner. Ola Joseph will tell his incredible story and share from his book ‘Wind of Change in the Air: Can’t You Feel It?’  Following that we will continue to be entertained with musings that are a ‘Blast from the Past’.  Our “Come As You Era” Happening will be accompanied by retro music/dancing, games – i.e. ‘Body Scrabble’ and more.  Remember to bring your favorite era costume or retro gear – Anything goes except your birthday suit(!
The hotel has a beautiful pool so you may want to bring a bathing suit, and if you care to work out there is a well-appointed exercise room.  Other amenities include: free Wi-Fi, washer/dryer, mall shuttle, computer for your use in the business center and also in the lobby.  
See you very soon,
MaDiana 
DIRECTIONS to FOUR POINTS SHERATON – MEMORIAL CITY:

· If you are coming from Houston I-10 heading west, take Beltway 8 access road exit and u-turn.  You can u-turn at the Beltway but for safety, avoid using the u-turn lane and turn left at the light instead.  (The hotel entrance is a short distance to your right and the feeder road is three lanes.)  It is safest to u-turn at Memorial Drive and stay on the feeder. The hotel entrance is a quick uphill drive on your right just east of Beltway 8.  Approach slowly. 

· If you are driving in from I-10 heading east, you will need to take the exit toward south on Sam Houston Tollway.  Turn right at Texas 8 Beltway Frontage Rd and u-turn at Kimberley Dr.  The hotel entrance is to the right just before you return to I-10.

· Coming in from North Sam Houston Tollway, take the Westview/Memorial Dr exit and stay on feeder road.  U-turn at Kimberley Dr. The hotel entrance is to the right just before you reach I-10.  Coming from South Sam Houston Tollway take the Memorial Dr exit.
